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and 6; page 7, lines 1-19; Figure 4). The inert 
particulate material is introduced into the reactor 
and therefore clearly comes into contact with all 
monomers (including those that are highly volatile) 
(page 4, lines 7-10; page 6, lines 13-14) . 



The method as per Claim 1 is novel, since only the 
low-volatility-monomers are supported (PCT Article 
33(2) ) . 



The wording of the present Claim 17 does not rule 
out that the shell comprises not only polymerised 
diene, but EPDM that contains inert material. Claim 
17 is therefore not novel over EP' 966 (PCT Article 
33 (2) ) . 



The use of the inert particulate material has only 

an advantageous influence on the method as such (no 

Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (January 1994) 



> INTERNATIONAL P] 




JMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 




International application No. 
PCT/EP 99/00038 



instability, possibly better yields) . It is not, 
however, indicated what influence the claimed method 
has on the moulded bodies per se , and to what extent 
the moulded bodies per se differ, by means of the 
new method, from such moulded bodies that were 
produced using conventional methods. Claim 18 is 
therefore likewise anticipated by EP'966. 

2. EP-A-0 697 421 describes a method in which high- 
boiling liquid monomers (e.g. butadiene) 
are (homo) polymerised in a gas phase reactor, the 
monomers being absorbed onto solid particles- Said 
particles can, for example, be identical to or 
different from the polymer that is produced (Claim 
7; page 3, lines 16-23, 29-37; page 4, lines 23-26).. 
The application does not rule out polymers as the 
inert particulate material. 

Consequently, Claim 1 does not appear to be novel 
over EP' 421 (PCT Article 33(2)). 
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VIII. Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

1. Claim 17 is unclear, since the shell cannot 
consist of the unpolymerised supported diene monomer 
(PCT Article 6) . 



2. It is not clear from the application to what 
extent the resulting polymer (or moulded body) still 
contains the inert particulate material (PCT Article 
6) . 



3. Claims 2 and 15-18 are not supported by the 
description (PCT Article 6) . 

4. The expression " low volatility" is relative and 
undefined (PCT Article 6) . 
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CLAIMS 

A method for thawing frozen ground fish meats which 
comprises almost uniformly milling a frozen ground fish meat 
mass andythen thawing it by elevating temperature. 

2. Th6v thawing method as claimed in Claim .1, wherein said 
frozen ground fish meat mass is once crushed and then almost 
uniformly mirled. 

3. The thawing method as claimed in Claim 1 or 2, wherein 
said frozen groufui fish meat mass is milled into pieces of 20 
mm or less in siz< 

4. The thawing ihethod as claimed in Claim 1 or 2, wherein 
said frozen ground fxSsh meat mass is milled into pieces of 3 
to 10 mm in size. 

5. A process for producing materials for fish paste 
products which involves tfte step of almost uniformly milling 
a frozen ground fish meat\ mass, thawing it by elevating 
temperature to give a ground fish meat; and the step of mixing 
under stirring said ground fis\meat together with additives 
with the use of a pin mixer, 

6. A process for producing\ kamaboko which comprises 
molding a material for fish pasteXproducts produced by the 
process as claimed in Claim 5, parsing electric current 
therethrough, thus heating the mo Ideal products due to the 
electrical resistance within the same, subjecting the products 
to suwari gelation by heating for a defi\ite time and then 
further heating the same. 

7. The process for producing kamaboko as claimed in Claim 
6, wherein the heating following the suwari gelation is also 
carried out by passing electric current therethrough and thus 
heating the molded products due to the electrical resistance 
within the same. 



